
Ascension: Revelation of John 1:4-8  

(4) John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from 

him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 

are before his throne,   (5) and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.  To him who loves us 

and has freed us from our sins by his blood   (6) and made us a kingdom, 

priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.   (7) Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 

him. Even so. Amen.    (8) “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 

God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 

 

What  does Ascension mean?  

 

Does it mean that Christ is up there?  Where is up?  In space?  Juri Gagarin said 

he did not see Christ when he orbited earth.  

 

Clearly, that is much too simple.  

 

In our Creed, we confess: Ascended into heaven, seated at the right hand of 

God.  

 

Heaven is where God is.  Christ’s ascension means that he was lifted up – not 

geographically, spatially, but in dignity and power, to be with God and at the 

source of the power of God.   

 

If I say someone is my right-hand man (though I am left-handed) it means that 

that person has my full authority – he acts on my behalf, and I trust him to do 

what I would do.  

 

To be seated on the right hand of God does not mean sitting on a throne with 

angels playing harps.   

 

God’s right hand is wherever God does things.  And – where does God do 

things?  Everywhere.  Whatever happens – it is God who does it.  Nothing 

happens without God being the one who holds creation in existence.  

 

Every heartbeat, every breath: It is the power of the right hand of God that 

says: Live, because I want you.  

 



Our God is not a far-away, distant God, not a remote deity who created the 

earth long ao and now occasionally looks what is happening.  No, God is 

present and active, here and now, and nothing is without God’s presence and 

power and will holding it in existence.   

 

So: Christ’s ascension is not him rising up physically, but him being close to 

God and becoming the one through whom God exercises his creation and his 

rule: the ruler of kings on earth.  (8) “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says 

the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”   

 

But who is this – the one through whom God rules?  

 

He is Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 

of kings on earth.  To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 

blood   (6) and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father,    

 

The one who rules over the kings on earth is the one who loves us and has 

freed us from our sins by his blood.   

 

The kings on earth, or the presidents or prime ministers or directors of 

companies … whatever the powerful call themselves – they rule by holding on 

to power, by trying to build up power over others by having more, 

controlling more, amassing more.  They think of themselves. 

 

But Jesus is different: He loves.  He loves so much that he gives himself.  He 

does not take and amass wealth or power or privilege – he gives himself, his 

blood, his life.  He loves so much that he is willing to let go, and to suffer.   

 

That is what we celebrated Good Friday: Jesus is the one who gave himself – 

because he loved so much.   

 

But – though he gave himself totally and died – yet he is not extinguished.  His 

death was not the end. No – he is he firstborn of the dead, He rose – and in 

raising him, God himself confirmed that Jesus was acting on God’s behalf, that 

Jesus is the one who shows who God truly is: God is not power that exploits 

and rules over people with force, but love that gives and serves and cares.   

 

Jesus’ death  was not the end, but it shows who Jesus is – and who God is.  

And now, by raising Jesus not only from death to normal life, but by elevating 

him to the right hand of God, by giving him all authority in heaven and on 

earth, by his ascension: God shows that the true authority, the true power in 

all things is not force and not selfishness, but love that gives of itself, that cares 

and lives for others.  



 

And he called us to live in his kingdom as his priests – we all, you and I, are 

called to live as witnesses and signs, as mediators and announcers, of the great 

love of God shown to us in Jesus.  

 

As this ruling son of God, he calls us 

to trust in his faithfulness 

to let our sins be forgiveness 

to subject ourselves to his rule 

and to proclaim his loving justice to all.  


