
Exaudi Jer 31:31-35 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 The New Covenant 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the 

covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, says the LORD.  But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people.  No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

"Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 

sin no more.  

 

Dear Congregation 

 

Out of which two parts is the Bible composed? 

Old Testament and New Testament.  

 

Where do these names come from? 

 

I read the text from which these names come: 

 

Old – New.  

 

Where do we use these words?  

 

We often talked about the old South Africa and the new South Africa.   

 

Something becomes old, because something new replaces it.   

 

The new resolves problems, corrects deficiencies that made the old no longer a 

viable option. 

 

The Prophet promises a new covenant. What are the characteristics of this new 

covenant? What makes it different from the old covenant? 

 

The Old covenant was broken by unfaithfulness 

The New covenant is one with a heart open for words.    

In it, God and People belong together and everyone knows the Lord. 

 



I think we come closer to the text when we begin with the last: To know the 

Lord: It's more than knowing him. It's more than believing he exists and he 

does things. It's much more than obeying him. Knowledge is deep, personal, 

intimate commitment. A man knows a woman if they have sexual intercourse. 

To know the Lord is more than intellectual assent. It's more than believing that 

he exists - in heaven, far away. It is more than serving him - humble, like a 

slave. It's to be with him, to love him, like husband and wife, to be intimate 

with him. 

 

God wants to be with us. It is his new covenant that everyone in his people 

will be so intimate that they do not have to teach each other about him. If 

John and Jim and Charles are good, intimate friends, Jim does not need to 

give directions or lectures on how to understand John. Everyone understands 

John from what he experienced with John himself. Thus, says the Prophet, 

everyone of God's people will know God. 

 

And how do we get there? 

 

We are not there. But this intimate community, this relationship was God's 

purpose with humans already at the creation.  

 

God has created the world to have fellowship with humans, to be close to 

humans who are his image. But the intimate, trustworthy relationship between 

humans and God is broken. Sin, distancing, distrust, misunderstanding have 

crept in – like in a love relationship, like in a marriage in which the relationship 

suffers from increasing distance between the partners.  

 

What is the one thing that is needed for an intimate relationship? 

Trust.  

 

God tried to overcome the distance. He made a fresh start.  He came to the 

people and tried to teach them confidence in building up the relationship 

again. He called Abraham, and Abraham trusted him. With Abraham's 

descendants, with the people of Israel, he built a relationship of trust. He freed 

them - and expected them to answer his love and dedication, his commitment.  

 

God wanted to secure the relationship through rules and regulations. Often in 

the OT, the relationship between God and Israel is described as the male and 

female - and God speaks of his sorrow as if he were a man whose wife cheated 

on him, whose wife became a whore. The prophet Hosea had to take a whore 

as his wife to show this image to the Israelites. This is how God felt about his 

people - he wanted to build a trusting, intimate relationship, but his trust was 

violated. God pleaded with his people, tried to get them back, with 



punishments and promises, with gifts and force trying to make them feel as 

serious as he. It did not work. The other party was unfaithful. The distance just 

got bigger. In the end: God punished his people, his loved ones - destroying his 

temple, leading his people in captivity. Is everything over? 

 

Jeremiah sees the time. He experiences the punishment that God imposes on 

his people. He sees the destruction of the Temple. Is this the end of God's way 

with his people? And he says: No - the end of all that Israel knew was the 

beginning of something very new. 

 

No. God begins again. He begins a new covenant. A covenant that we will 

not be able to break. This covenant will not be broken by the wickedness of 

humans - because God takes up the faithlessness, the sin of people from the 

beginning in the covenant. 

 

God is willing to endure the pain of unfaithfulness, of rejection - yet giving us 

his mercy. Forgiveness is the basis of the new covenant, not law and 

commandments. 

 

Israel is freed from slavery of forced labour. God's people are freed from 

slavery of forced works of the law. God makes the relationship right - not by 

prescribing outside rules and laws that one must keep in order to be near God. 

God does not work from the outside to the inside, but from the inside out. He 

does not work through heteronomy. He does not leave us alone in our self-

chosen autonomy. He comes to us - and we are offer his proximity, his 

theonomy.  

 

He does not work from Law to Heart, but from heart to law. Nor from mind 

to heart, but from heart to mind. 

 

And therefore, everyone is equal before God. Not priests and laity, not 

prophets and people, not teachers and sages - everyone can experience God. 

Everyone can be close to God. Everyone may testify of his love. There are no 

longer teachers of the law who can stand and say: Do this. This is how God is. 

No - we are all on a discovery trip. We share what God gives us as insight into 

him. Lay preachers can share as validly God’s word as priests can.  

 

How do we get to be who we were made to be: Into an intimate, trustworthy 

relationship with God? 

 

We can not change ourselves. Will-power does not make the heart different. I 

can not make myself trust. Hearts are changed, overcome by love, through 

love that gives and forgives. We are made new to partake of a new covenant - 



through God. By God showing us his love. We Christians believe: In Jesus, this 

promise of a new covenant is a reality. In Jesus God came and showed His 

love willing to bear and carry our sin – and that, despite our distrust and 

rebellion, he still loves us humans. 

  

Only God can do that. He creates a new covenant - through His mercy. 

Through his forgiveness. Through His Spirit, we renewal. 

 

In the Old covenant the people were led out of oppression in Egypt. : But the 

people did not change 

 They continued to act in pursuit of the same kind of power that 

oppressed them in Egypt.  

 They tried to deal with past oppression by trying to have the same 

power their oppressors wielded so that they can not be oppressed again.  

They appointed kings, gathered armies.  All of this shows: They had not really 

become new.  

 

Leading people out of external oppression, out of the external situations 

where they are hurt, is not enough.  We also need to overcome the internal 

situation – the memories and the patterns of behaviour, the hurts and the 

anger of the past.  We need to overcome the internalised oppression, the 

anger and the feelings of inferiority or superiority, the aggression and the 

resignation of the past.  If we do not overcome the internalised effects of the 

past oppression, we are likely, like the people of Israel, to fall into new 

oppressions – get new kings that do the same to us as the Pharaoh did.   

 

That is why the New covenant does not work outside in but inside out.  Our 

heart needs change – not just our situation.  We need to deal with the past – 

to talk about hurt and guilt, to accept and learn from it, and to forgive, accept 

reconciliation & validation.  We need to overcome internalised oppression, so 

that we can act from a new heart.  It is our new heart that will lead us to new 

behaviour.  We will be able to love, because we know that we are loved. 

 

Do you allow God to change your heart? Do you leave his word in your 

heart? Then you will also know him as the God of love, which always gives. 

Then you will trust him - more and more. Then his new covenant will 

determine your life, and lead you to peace that is higher than our minds. 


