
Good Friday - Hebrews 9: 15.26b–28  

 

(14) how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God. (15) Therefore he is the mediator of a new 

covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions committed under the first covenant. (26b)  He has appeared 

once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.   

(27) And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 

judgment,   (28) so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him. 

 

 

Dear Congregation  

 

The cross is central to Christian faith.  Long before Luther put it into the heat 

of his emblem, the cross had become the symbol of Christianity.  

 

This is actually quite strange: How could something so cruel, so vile – an 

instrument of unimaginable torture become the symbol of a religion of love?  

 

Some of you may remember the terrible 80s.  Would you be attracted to a 

church that had the burning tyre as the symbol depicting the core of its belief?  

 

We rather go for the good-looking symbols – the symbols of prosperity and 

the good life.   

 

And yet, in the cruelty of the cross, there is a deep truth.   

 

We would like to have a good life, to live in a good world, to experience 

good society.   

 

But we do not.  Life is not what it should be.  The world is broken, fractured.  

 

The game of cricket is supposed to be all about fairness.  But that facade is 

broken – and the fury of fans that are confronted by sportsmen who do 

whatever it takes to win is palpable.   

 



But is it not everywhere? In other sports, there is doping, in politics and 

business there is corruption and nepotism, and in families people fight and do 

not get on.  

 

Our world is broken.  How does it get healed.  

 

Our country is broken.  The debate over the land issues shows that the hurts of 

the past, the feelings of  having been wronged, of past injustices suffered, or 

present injustices perceived, are yet with us.  

 

How is brokenness healed?   

 

The past is not easily overcome.  Whatever route we try to take, we realise: 

We cannot heal the past injustice and suffering without opening wounds and 

again causing suffering.   

 

That is where our text comes in.  Brokenness, past wounds, injustice, sin can 

not be overcome without suffering.   

 

But who should suffer?  It is easy to say: The guilty party, of course.  They 

should be punished and made to suffer for the wrong they have done.  The 

corrupt politicians, those who profited from ill gotten gains, those who took 

what was not theirs – they should be made to give it back and atone.   

 

But if the suffering and the debt is greater than can be returned?  Shall the 

enmity go on and on?  

 

See – that is our situation before God.  

 

He gave us humans life.  He gave us a beautiful, verdant, life-supporting earth.  

He gave us community, family, other humans to love and support us – and 

whom we could love and support.  

He gave us so much. And we abused what he gave us to enrich ourselves, to 

play power games, and to care for no-one but me and those close to me.   

 

So much love God gave – so little thanks and love did he get back.   

 

Can we overcome this injustice?  Should God call in the debt – then the life of 

all humans would be forfeit.  We would have nothing to give – for all is 

God’s.  We cannot pay our debt.  

 



And so God does the unthinkable – he, the one who was wronged, paid the 

debt on behalf of the one who wronged him.  He, who was insulted and 

unjustly treated bore the penalty on behalf of those who are guilty.   

 

God bears the suffering – in Christ -  to put the past behind him.  Death – the 

death of Christ himself – deals with the past – so that the injustice and guilt of 

the past is borne and overcome in the cross.  And through this, a new 

beginning is made.  We can now look forward to healing – because the 

wounds of the past are lanced and their badness drained.  

 

Christ’s Death deals with overcoming past.  Christ’s death puts an end to the 

past – it bears the sin away, takes away the guilt.  

 

How do you deal with your past? Nail it to the cross! Take a piece of paper.  

Write on it all the injuries you have done others.  Write on it the injuries 

others have done you.  Then draw a big cross over it – crossed out by Christ. 

Christ has overcome the past – his cross purifies us from dead works – works of 

death – bad habits, old tapes, ... 

 

But his death was not the end – life goes on.  There is more than the end of 

the old.  There is the beginning of the new.  We are no out of the old yet – 

just like our society has not emerged out of the shadow of the old society 

quite yet – but there is the promise of a new beginning.  There is a promise of 

salvation, of healing.  Healing is a process.  Wounds need to scab and then the 

skin and whatever else was damaged need to regrow.  Healing is not 

instantaneous.  And yet – where it begins, while it is in process, there is 

promise – promise of the new life of the healed body.  We are, as Christians, 

living with the gift of Christ’s suffering on the cross, moving into the new life. 

We are in the doorway, sticking our noses into the new room.   

 

Christ has overcome death and is bringing salvation.  

We are still in between – waiting, hoping, living in expectation.  Stretch out to  

new. Wait for the Lord. It is still becoming in us – the new, the salvation.  But 

it will be completed when Christ comes to us.  We are stretching our noses 

into a new life – but we may walk to this new life.  It is our future.   

 

That is the promise of the cross – the past is overcome, space, possibility is 

created for the new.  

 

Our transgressions – the guilt is carried.  

The dead, futureless, fruitless works – they are washed away. 

The old commitments, covenants, patterns of behaviour – they are behind us, 

invalidated by the new.  



 

We can go into a new beginning, a new covenant, a new testament, new 

relationships – because there is a founder for the new covenant who has 

guaranteed it with his life and death. 

 

Let us leave the past, and trust Christ to give us the new.  Let go of your sins – 

he has born them.  Let go of your hurts – he carries them with you.  Allow 

him to open up new relationships – relationships of grace and forgiveness, of 

acceptance and love for you.   

 

Then the peace .... 


