
 

Mat 28:16-20     St Peter’s Pretoria 12.07-2015 

 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they 

saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

 

1. Christ appears to his followers – what for?  

 

Just imagine what would have happened if the risen Christ would have appeared 

before Caiaphas, the Jewish High Priest under whose leadership the Jewish 

authorities condemned Jesus to death, and before Pilate, the Roman governor, who 

commanded his soldiers to execute him!  

That did not happen! Only those who believed in him were privileged to catch a 

glimpse of his new life. And that is still the same today. Richard Dawkins, the great 

scientist and atheist, said that: Why does God not show up for all of us to see, then 

there will be no more debate on whether there is a god or not.  

No, if you do not want to be part of Christ, you will not know Christ. Christ is not 

a showman, who collects fans; he is the Redeemer, who wants to transform us; who 

wants to place our lives on a new foundation. Follow him and you will experience 

who he is! If not, you will not get to know him.  

Our little story goes one step further. Those who were gathered on the mountain 

were already disciples of Jesus. They belonged to him. They believed in him. So he 

appeared to them. But that was not just for fun. It was not a kind of reunion to be 

celebrated. He appeared for a particular purpose: Jesus sent them with a message into 

the world.  

In most stories in the New Testament where Christ appears to his disciples, the 

purpose is to send them with a message. The women at the grave where sent. In John 

20 he says to them: just as my Father in heaven has sent me, so I now send you! In 

Acts 1 he says you will be my witnesses up to the ends of the earth. 

It is those who follow him, who become his witnesses, that can be sure that he is 

with them all the days of their lives; those who do not want to follow him, will not 

know of his presence. 

 

2. What is the message with which we are sent?  

 

The followers of Christ were given a message to carry into the world. What 

message? It said that ultimate authority, final authority, the very highest authority, 

God’s own authority, was given to Christ, God’s representative. This was a very 
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important message, a message that all people must hear – particularly those whom 

God has placed in some kind of authority over other people.  

In Ephesians 1 we read that Christ has been placed over all authorities that govern 

this world. He has also been made the head of the body, the community of believers, 

who are part of this world and who have the task of being his witnesses over against 

those authorities.  

This means that all human authorities – whether the authorities of the state, or the 

constitution, or the government, or the bureaucracy, or trade union leaders, or the 

police force, or the bishops and pastors of the church, or the heads of families, or 

teachers and lecturers, or judges in the courts – all these authorities must give account 

of what they are doing.  

It also means that we, the followers of Christ, must expose the corruption, 

selfishness and abuse of power of these human authorities. We must call them to 

become followers of Christ, rather than their own little gods serving their own selfish 

interests. They must serve those who are entrusted to their care and not dominate, 

exploit or oppress them.  

 

3. We are called to be free followers, not obedient slaves 

 

Now let us look more carefully at this message. It does not say: go into the world 

and make obedient slaves or subservient subjects of all nations. It says: make 

disciples, followers, learners – people who learn from Christ what it means to be a 

human being. Subjects must become subordinates, whether they like it or not; 

followers follow – it is their free will, they want to learn.  

What must they learn? In this passage Jesus says that they must learn what he 

taught them. This sounds as if Jesus has a whole list of commandments and laws and 

regulations that we must learn by heart and then follow strictly.  

But in the New Testament it is said over and over again that there is one 

commandment that summarises the will of God: the commandments of love. We 

should love God with all our heart, rather than the idols that oppress us, and our 

fellow human beings as we love ourselves.  

That is what we have to learn: nothing more and nothing less. It takes time to learn 

something. If you learn another language, or mathematics, or playing the piano, you 

will have to spend time and practice hard.  

To discard our own false gods and depend on the true God alone, and to love our 

fellow human beings in the way that God loves us, is not something that falls into our 

lap. We must stay close to Jesus; his Spirit must fill our hearts; we must get a new 

direction and a new motivation, we must be exposed to his Word of God on a regular 

basis.  

 

4. Some doubted!  

 

When Jesus appeared, some of the disciples doubted – not unbelievers, but 

followers of Christ! Yes indeed, faith in Christ and doubt are always together. 

Believers are not always sure whether they want to follow Jesus.  
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You have to abandon certain things that are not good; you have to sacrifice certain 

things, so that other people also get a chance; you have to become humble, rather 

than wanting to shine and impress. You can no longer want to dominate others, but 

serve them. That goes against our nature – and we do not like it.  

All this is tough. Our old life does not want to yield to the new life of Christ. So 

we doubt the authority of Jesus: does he have a right to tell me what I should do? Is 

he a little dictator? Is he sham? Does he exist? Do I need him?  

This is typical for the world around us that does not want to listen to God. But it is 

also typical for believers. Time and again they find themselves off course. Time and 

again they must be put back onto the rails through the Word of God.  

That is one of the reasons why we come together regularly to sing and dance and 

hear the Word of God. Just like our bodies cannot remain strong without some 

wholesome food and drink, our spiritual life cannot survive and be strong without the 

spiritual food of the Word of God.  

 

5. Where does the authority of Christ come from?  

 

The gospels tell us that Jesus was baptised on the river Jordan. As he was baptised, 

God said: this is my Son with who I am well pleased. In Psalm 2 we are told that God 

adopted the Israelite king as his representative on earth. In the New Testament Christ 

is the king, the Son of God, the authorised representative of God.  

So this is the authority of God, the Creator and Lord over heaven and earth, that 

has been given to Christ, his representative. Christ is like the Prime Minister of God. 

I ancient days, the prime minister sat at the right hand of the king; he was the 

executive.  

And then the Spirit of God came over him. So Christ was not only authorised to 

represent God, but he was also empowered by God’s own Spirit. This is the reason 

why we baptise new members in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

It is not that we believe in three gods. It is one God, who authorised Christ to be our 

Lord and who empowered him with his Spirit.  

The exiting thing is that those who come to Christ are privileged to participate in 

the authority and the power of Christ. Though Christ, the Son of God, they become 

sons and daughters of God. That is what baptism means: we are given a share in the 

new life of Christ in communion with God. We become new people with a new 

vision, with a new task, with a new motivation, with a new spiritual power.  

That is the message that the disciples are called upon to carry into the world: come 

and join Christ; join his flock; experience a new vision, a new motivation, a new 

power.  

Come and experience that the love of God is something wonderful, something 

priceless, something more important than anything else in the world. It can heal our 

broken lives; it can give us inner peace, real peace; it can make us instruments of 

peace and reconciliation in our environment. It can fulfil our life.  

It can help us build a new community, a new society, a new South Africa, a new 

world order. The world is in trouble; our country is in trouble; our church is in 

trouble. God wants to make use of you. Come join Christ – you are needed! 


