
Mat 6:19-34    St Peter’s, Pretoria, 13-09-2015 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

I wonder who of you has already travelled on the Goutrain. It is a wonderful thing. I 

enjoy sitting there doing nothing and flying past the endless rows of cars stuck in traffic 

jams! Here we are all together, totally relaxed. Down there every driver is on his or her own, 

trying to overtake, worrying to death whether they will be in the office in time, or miss an 

important appointment. 

 The Goutrain was not always there. Somebody had to have the vision. Somebody had to 

take the initiative. Somebody had to plan. Somebody had to negotiate. Somebody had to get 

the financial means. Somebody had to work hard. Otherwise it would not be there!  

The engineers that designed the Goutrain could have sat down and worried: will the 

people make the land needed available; will the state run out of funds; will the unstable 

geological formations on the Witwatersrand make it impossible to build tunnels and bridges; 

will the workers go on strike. If they had done so, the Goutrain would not be up and 

running!  

Engineers are not like that. They have a vision; they know their job; they anticipate the 

problems they will face; but they simply go on with the job. Fear is not part of their agenda. 

They rise above the situation and tackle the challenges as they come. 

 

Jesus encourages us to be like these engineers. God has vision – and what a vision it is! It 

is not about something petty, like cool drinks and air time and designer shoes. It is about the 

future of the world he has created and that he loves.  

This world is really big. It is full of problems. It is full of suffering. People are going 

astray. People are getting lost. People harm themselves and each other. People destroy entire 

countries with weapons and violence. People destroy the natural world on which future 

generations depend.  

Our world is in trouble. But our God has a vision – the vision of well-being for all his 

creatures. God wants to rescue; God wants to bring people to their senses; God wants to 

show them the way into the future. And God needs people to be his messengers and his 

instruments. And the chief engineer in God’s project is Christ.  

At that time Christ called a group of people to work with him. Initially just 12, later 70 

(which are ideal numbers, perhaps there were many more) and also women. Putting them to 

work, he gives them a few instructions.  

The first is that they must know for whom they will work. If a worker wants to work on 

the Goutrain, he cannot work in a shebeen at the same time.  

Make up your mind – are you part of the team, or are you not part of the team! You 

cannot serve God’s great project and at the same time try to cream off as much for yourself 

as you can. You cannot serve God and money. Money will be needed, but money is not the 

focus! 

The second instruction is that they must be dedicated. The engineers who built the 

Goutrain have no use for workers who sit down with their lunch pack when the dynamite 

has been laid and the fuse has been ignited and the whole thing is about to detonate.  

Certainly there is a time to rest and to eat and to be with your families. Certainly you 

must generate an income and deal wisely with it. But work is work and fun is fun – they 

must not be confused! When at work your priority is work. Otherwise you are not a reliable 

partner in the enterprise.  
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God has a vision – it is called the Kingdom of God in the New Testament. It is a situation 

of well-being for all God’s creatures. What Jesus did was wonderful, precious, unique. The 

disciples wanted to become part of this vision. They wanted to throw in their weight behind 

Jesus. There is nothing greater than the creative, redeeming and healing love of God.  

But now they became scared. Will it all work out? Who will feed us? Who will support 

us? What will happen to us if the vision does not materialise? This is what anxiety does: it 

paralyses you. It is like a snake looking at the mouse and mouse is too scared to run away! 

So it gets eaten by the snake.  

Note that there is a difference between anxiety and foresight. Foresight is part of 

planning a project: you have to know what you need and where to get it. You look for the 

best way forward; you plan ahead; you get your tools ready; you make provision for 

setbacks. Sharing God’s vision you will be alert to the challenges and the opportunities. 

Foresight is a sign of faith, of taking part in God’s enterprise.  

But when we are anxious, we show that we are on our own, without God. We focus on 

our needs, not on God’s work. We are afraid. But being afraid of what may happen does not 

change a dangerous situation. In fact it paralyses us. Anxiety makes us sit and panic; faith 

makes us rise above the situation.  

If we want to follow Christ we no longer need to be anxious. We know that troubles will 

come –and Jesus explicitly says so! Jesus himself picked up challenges, severe challenges, 

and he said that the same will be true of his disciples who continue with his work.  

But those who belong to Christ will face those challenges with the power and the love of 

God. The followers of Christ no longer need to be anxious about their lives, because their 

lives have become part of the life of God. They rise above the difficulties; they take them in 

their stride; they cannot be impressed by challenges.  

 

But Christ is not just concerned about his project. He is concerned about you and me. He 

is concerned about the meaning and fulfilment of our life. Our life is absolutely unique. It is 

immensely precious. We will never get a second one. How do we want to use it – that is the 

decisive question!  

When we reach the end of your life, as I do now, will we say with great pride and 

satisfaction that thirty years ago we held a lavish party with lots of meat and drink? That we 

were the first to drive a new Audi? That we had twenty likes every day? Some things in life 

are really trivial – they are just not all that important!  

Into what do we invest our life? Christ says that the things that we want so badly have no 

lasting value. Clothes have a nasty habit of getting out of fashion. How long can we keep a 

iPad before it is out of date? Where are all the luxury cars of ten or twenty years ago? They 

are all gone – and the glamour is gone with them.  

Christ is even more explicit. He says that these things can enslave us. What is it that 

creeps into our mind when we wake up at night? What is it that does not leave us in peace? 

These unimportant things can gain control over us. 

Let me share with you what I have recently read. Research shows that you can become 

addicted to things like the smart phone, just as you can become addicted to alcohol or 

heroine. If you cannot spend half an hour without looking at the messages, you have been 

hooked; you have become a victim.  

Then we are no longer in charge of our life. We need all these likes from people who do 

not know us and who do not care about us, otherwise we lose our self-confidence. Just 

switch off the thing and they are gone! Messages are like these flimsy clouds that appear 
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and disappear and do not bring rain. It is the love of God who makes us free from the world 

and free for the world.  

That does not mean that Christ does not want us to eat, or to drink, to have sex, to have 

fun. He just wants us to realise where real value is located, where we gain real satisfaction, 

how our lives will become really meaningful.  

If we fill your stomach with junk food, there will be no place for good, wholesome and 

nourishing food. If our heart is with wealth and status and glamour, there is simply no space 

for God’s great project.  

 

Now let me talk about us here at St Peter’s. I take it that we are Christians; otherwise we 

would not be here. Perhaps we come here to hear the Word of God, to enjoy our fellowship, 

to praise God, to have fun singing and dancing. That is great! We want to eat, but before 

you can eat there must be somebody to cook. Whatever you enjoy – somebody has to pay 

the bill!  

There are some among us who really throw in their weight; who really foot the bill and 

that is wonderful. But there is still an imbalance between those who are eating and those 

who are cooking. And that must change. Let us all enjoy and let us all contribute to what we 

enjoy.  

More than that – let us be ready to welcome those who need Christ most. Friends, let me 

not mince my words. We need a second pastor to do our work effectively. And we need a 

team to support the two pastors. And we need people who are willing to contribute 

financially to make the whole enterprise work.  

As our finances stand at present, we cannot afford a second pastor. Shall we sit down and 

panic? Shall we say it cannot be done? Or shall we be like those engineers who have a 

vision, who are not impressed by the difficulties, who simply go on with the job and make 

the Goutrain run?  

I know that many of us have no money; in fact, many of us are in debt. But Christ asks us 

to get our priorities straight. We do not really need all the stuff that we pay for. If we have 

money to pay for cool drinks and air time and petrol and paying exorbitant interests on our 

credit cards, we have money to help run this church.  

God wants us to lead a meaningful and fulfilled life sharing his great vision. Last week 

we heard that meaningful life, fulfilled life, eternal life comes about when we love God and 

his redeeming love more than anything else. And all the joy and love and hope will be 

added as we go into the future at the hand of God.  


